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CGeneral Questions

1. Q My foreign visitors and ot her noni mm grant aliens
legally in the United States purchase or possess firearns
and anmunition while in the United States?

A. Noninmm grant aliens generally are prohibited from
possessing or receiving (purchasing) firearns and
amunition in the United States.

There are exceptions to this general prohibition. The
exceptions are as follows:

(1) nonimm grant aliens who possess a valid hunting
license or permt lawmfully issued by a State in the
United States;

(2) noninmgrant aliens entering the United States to
participate in a conpetitive target shooting event
or to display firearnms at a sports or hunting trade
show sponsored by a national, State, or |oca
firearns trade organi zati on devoted to the
conpetitive use or other sporting use of firearns;

(3) certain diplomts;

(4) officials of foreign governnents or distinguished
foreign visitors so designated by the U S. State
Depart nent ;

(5) foreign law enforcenent officers of friendly foreign
governments entering the United States on offici al
| aw enf orcement busi ness; and

(6) persons who have received a waiver fromthe
prohibition fromthe U S. Attorney Ceneral.

Significantly, even if a nonimmgrant alien falls within
one of these exceptions, the nonimm grant alien CANNOT
purchase a firearmfroma Federal firearns |icensee (FFL)
unl ess he or she (1) has an alien nunber or adm ssion
nunmber fromthe Immgration and Naturalization Service AND
(2) can provide the FFL with docunmentati on show ng that he
or she has resided in a State within the United States for
90 days prior to the firearns transacti on.



2. Q Typically, who are "noni nm grant aliens?"

A. In large part, noninmm grant aliens are persons traveling
tenporarily in the United States for business or pleasure,
persons studying in the United States who naintain a
foreign residence abroad, and certain foreign workers.

Per manent resident aliens are NOT noni nm grant aliens.
(Permanent resident aliens often are referred to as people
with “green cards”).

3. Q How do | obtain a waiver fromthe Attorney General ?

A.  You nust contact the Departnment of Justice for
information on that procedure. However, in order to even
apply for the waiver you nust have resided in the United
States continuously for at |east 180 days prior to

subm tting your application.

Pur chasi ng Firearns

4. Q | have a "green card" and have lived in Texas for
several years. Am1l prohibited from purchasing
firearms and ammunition in Texas?

A. As long as you are not otherw se prohibited from

pur chasi ng or possessing firearns and amunition (for
exanple, a felon), Federal |aw does not prohibit you from
pur chasi ng or possessing firearns or amunition. However,
you Wi ll need to put your INS-issued alien nunber or

adm ssi on nunber on the Form 4473. MNbreover, you nust make
sure there are no State or |ocal restrictions on such a

pur chase.

5. Q | ama noninmgrant alien. | purchased a firearm
inthis country in early 1998 after providing the Federal
firearns deal er proof that I was in the United States
legally and had resided in the State for nore than 90 days.
| was told that this transaction was | egal then. Am]
entitled to keep that firearmand any anmunition | have on
hand? 1s there a "grandfather” clause in the new

regul ations that would protect ne fromcrimnal liability?



A. Since Cctober 21, 1998, when the Gun Control Act was
anmended to make noni nm grant aliens a new category of
prohi bi ted persons, nonimm grant aliens generally have not
been able to possess firearns and ammunition in the United
States. Qur regulations sinply inplement this statutory
prohibition. The |aw does not allow us to create a
“grandf at her clause” in our regulations. Therefore, unless
you obtain a valid State hunting license or permt (or fal
wi thin one of the other exceptions), your possession of the
firearmand anmunition is NOT | egal.

6. Q | ama nonimmgrant alien who is on a nonth-Iong
vacation in the United States. | have a hunting |license
and an I NS-issued adm ssion nunber. Can | legally buy a

firearmfroma Federal firearns |icensee (FFL) in the
United States and take possession of it in the United
St ates?

A. No. You cannot legally buy a firearm and take
possession in the U S. froman FFL because you have not
resided in a State within the United States for 90 days.

7. Q | ama nonimmgrant alien. I’mcomng to the
United States for 2 weeks. | do not have a hunting |license
or any INS-issued nunber. Can | buy a firearmfroma
Federal firearns |icensee (FFL) to take back to ny hone
country?

A. The FFL may directly export the firearmto your hone
country. Under these circunstances, you do not need a
hunting license, INS-issued nunber or 90 days of State
residency. An export license nmust be obtained fromthe
Departnent of State or, if the firearmis a sporting
shotgun, fromthe Departnment of Commerce. You may not take
possession of the firearmin the United States.

8. Q | ama nonimmgrant alien who has resided in Idaho
for 1 year. | have a valid Montana hunting license. Can
use the Montana |license as evidence that | fall within an
exception to the nonimm grant alien prohibition when | go
to buy a gun froma dealer in |daho?



A. Yes. Awvalid hunting license or permt fromany State
within the United States satisfies the hunting |license
exception to the nonimm grant alien prohibition. The

i cense does not have to be fromthe State where the
nonimm grant alien is purchasing the firearm The
transaction nust conply with State and | ocal | aws.

9. Q | ama nonimrgrant alien who is planning to
reside in Florida for 6 nonths. | do not have an INS alien
nunber or adm ssion nunber. Do | need such a nunber if |
plan to buy a gun after living in Florida for 90 days? |If
so, how do I get such a nunber?

A. Al non-U S citizens need an INS-issued alien nunber
or admi ssion nunber to purchase a firearmfrom a Federa
firearns |licensee (FFL). The FFL will not conplete the
sale if you do not have such a nunber. |If you do not

al ready have an I NS nunber, you should ask an INS i nspector
for an adm ssi on nunber when you enter the United States.
These nunbers can only be issued at a port of entry, so it
is inmportant that you request the nunber when you enter the
United States.

10. Q | ama nonimmgrant alien and have been residing in
Florida for 4 nonths. | do not have an INS alien nunber or
adm ssi on nunber and did not know to ask for one when |
entered the United States. |Is there any way | can get an

I NS nunber ?

A. Yes. You nust go to either the Canadi an border or

Mexi can border, |eave the United States, and then reenter
the United States. Upon reentering the United States, you
can ask an INS inspector for an adm ssion nunber. You do
not have to stay in Canada or Mexico for any length of tine
to do this. You can sinply drive over the border, turn
around, and reenter at a Custonms point of entry. Please
note, however, that it will take several weeks for the
adm ssion nunber to be entered into the INS system You
likely will receive a “denied” response fromNCS or the
State POC if you try to purchase a firearm before the
nunber is entered into the INS system



11. Q Wiy did you change the Form 44737

A. In 1998, the Gun Control Act was amended to include
noni mr grant aliens as a new category of persons prohibited
from possessing or receiving firearns or ammunition. The
formhad to be changed to address the noninmm grant alien
prohibition and its exceptions.

12. Q Question 13 on the new Form 4473 states “If you
are a nonimmgrant alien, do you fall wthin any of the
exceptions set forth in Inportant Notice 6, Exception 2?”
It then has three boxes | abeled “Yes”, “No”, and “Not

applicable.” | don’t understand what the “Not applicable”
box is for.
A Any person who is NOT a nonimm grant alien should

check the “Not applicable” box. W recognize this is a bit
confusing since Question 13 begins “If you are a

noninmm grant alien.” This will be clarified the next tine
the formis redone.

13. Q I'ma noninmgrant alien. | have a State conceal ed
weapons permt. Does this exenpt nme fromthe prohibition
on noni mm grant aliens possessing or receiving firearns and
ammuni ti on?

A. No. A State conceal ed weapons |icense/ permt does NOT
satisfy the hunting license or permt exception to the
prohi bi ti on.

Bringi ng Firearns/ Ammunition into U. S

14. Q The notice (TD ATF-471) states that the tenporary
regul ations give the Secretary of the Treasury or his

del egate (the ATF Director) the authority to require
nonresidents bringing firearns and ammunition into the
United States for hunting or other |awful sporting purposes
to first obtain an approved inport permt. Does that nean
that ATF will exercise that authority, and that all such
importations will now require an ATF-approved pernit?



A. Al noninmigrant aliens (wth a few exceptions which are
listed below) nust obtain an inport permt fromATF to
inmport firearns and amunition into the United States.

Pl ease note this requirenent applies to all noni nm grant
aliens, not all nonresidents. The exceptions to this
permt requirement are for certain foreign mlitary
personnel, official representatives of foreign governnents,
di stingui shed foreign visitors, and foreign | aw enforcenent
officers of friendly foreign governnents.

15. Q Wiat type of formdo I, as a nonimrgrant alien,
need to file with ATF to inport a firearm or ammunition?

A. You need to file ATF Form 6 Part | (Application and
Permit for Inportation of Firearnms, Ammunition and

| mpl ements of War). The Formis both the application and,
once approved, the permt you present to the U S. Custons
Service when you enter the United States. The Form 6 can
be obtained by calling ATF s Firearns and Expl osives

| nports Branch at 202-927-8320. It also can be downl oaded
fromATF s Wb site(ww. atf.treas. gov).

16. Q Do | need to attach any particul ar docunentation
along with the Form6? Do | need to show anyt hi ng ot her
than the approved Form 6 to U S. Custons when | enter the
United States?

A. Yes. Wen you file your Form 6 application, you nust
provi de ATF with appropriate docunentation denonstrating
you fall within an exception to the nonimm grant alien
prohi bition, such as a valid State hunting |license/perm:t
or an invitation to attend a qualifying target shooting
conpetition or sports or hunting trade show. Wen you
enter the United States, you nust show Custons both your
approved Form 6 permt and appropriate docunentation
denonstrating you fall within an exception to the
noni nm grant alien prohibition.

17. I’ma noninmgrant alien. | provided ATF with a copy
of a hunting license when | filed ny Form6 inport
application. Can | provide Custons with a copy of the sane
hunting |license when | enter the United States?



A. It depends. If the hunting license is still valid
(nmeaning it has not expired) at the tinme you enter the
United States, you may present Custons with a copy of the
sanme license. However, if the hunting |license has expired,
you nmust get a new hunting license to present to Custons,
or Custons will not allow you to inport the firearmor
amuni tion. Please note, you nust have a valid hunting
license the entire time you possess firearns or anmunition
inthe United States or your possession will be illegal.

18. Q How long does it usually take for ATF to approve a
Form 67

A. Six to twel ve weeks.

19. Q Can | list nore than one firearmon each Form 6?
Can | al so show amruniti on on the sanme fornf?

A, You may |list nore than one firearmon a Form 6 and may
i ncl ude amuni ti on on the sane form

20 Q | ama nonimmgrant alien who wants to bring
firearms into the U S for a hunting trip. Can | fill out
and submt the Form6 nyself? O nust | have a Federa
firearns |icensee conplete it and submt it for nme?

A. You may conplete the formyourself and submt it
your sel f.

21. Q | ama Canadian citizen, live in Canada (W ndsor,
Ontario), and come across the United States border to the
Detroit area once a nonth for conpetitive match shooti ng.
Can | file several inport permt applications at the sane
time, get them approved, and then use themone at a tine
when | enter the U S. ?

A. Yes.



22. | ama nonimmgrant alien tenporarily inporting
firearms to go hunting in the United States. | have
obt ai ned an approved Form 6 inport permt from ATF.
Sonmeone nentioned that | have to give Custons both the
approved Form 6 permt and sonething called “ATF Form 6A”

with Part 1 of the 6A conpleted. | was told Custons wl |
not allow me to inport ny firearns until it does a
“certificate of release” on the Form6A. Is this correct?
A No. Because you are only inporting the firearns

tenporarily, you do not need to conplete ATF Form 6A.
Custons has been infornmed that nonimm grant aliens
tenporarily inporting firearnms and anmuniti on do not need
to conplete this form

23. Q If I inport a firearmtenporarily for hunting or
mat ch shooting, do | have to take it out of the United
States at all? M brother-in-lawis a United States
citizen and a U.S. resident. Can | just inport the
firearm but leave it in the United States with himuntil |
cone back to the U S. and need the gun agai n?

A. You may not |eave the firearmw th your brother-in-Iaw.
The regul ations only allow you to tenporarily inport
firearms — by regul ation, you nust take the firearns you

i mport back out with you when you conpl ete your sporting
activity. In fact, the inport permt you receive wll have
a stanp on it stating that the firearm nust be taken out of
the United States at the conclusion of the hunting or
sporting event. Leaving the firearmin the United States
Will result in an unlawful inportation.

24. Q If 1 can't leave the gun with a friend or relative
here who is not prohibited from possessing firearns, could
| leave it in the custody of a Federal Firearns Licensee in
the United States?

A.  No. Because the regulations require you to take the
firearns you inport back out with you when you conplete the
sporting activity, you cannot | eave themw th anyone in the
United States, even a Federal firearns |icensee.



25. Q Wy is the subm ssion of a Form6 for every
i nportati on now necessary, when the system seened to work
wel | enough under the old systen?

A. After the events of Septenber 11'" it was determ ned
that national security and public safety required ATF to
know when noni mmigrant aliens are bringing firearns and
anmunition into the country and the nunbers and types of
firearnms and ammunition they are bringing in. Mboreover,
because noni nm grant aliens generally cannot possess
firearms and ammunition in the United States, the permt
process i s necessary to ensure any noni mmi grant alien
bringing firearnms or amunition into the country falls
within an exception to the prohibition.

26 Q | ama nonimmgrant alien. Do | need a form®6
inmport permt to inport a nuzzle |oading gun that is
considered an antique firearmunder the Gun Control Act?

A. No. Because antique firearns are not considered
firearnms for purposes of the Gun Control Act, none of the
import regulations apply to the inportation of antique
firearns. Moreover, noninmgrant aliens nay possess
antique firearns, even if the alien does not fall within an
exception to the nonimmgrant alien prohibition. |If you
are not sure if your firearmis an antique firearm as
defined by the Gun Control Act, contact ATF s Firearns
Technol ogy Branch (202-927-7910).

Pl ease note a sanple Form 4473, with explanatory pop-up
boxes, is on the ATF Wb page.

These 5 & As will be suppl enented as necessary. Pl ease
check this Web site for updates (ww. atf.treas. gov).



